Can a participatory approach adapting a structured framework
for disease monitoring and prevention to farm-specific situations
improve animal health?

An intervention study in organic dairy herds
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Introduction

Knowledge to improve animal health is available often in the format of ‘Good practices protocols’ which are inconsistently implemented. Innovative methods have to
be designed to improve compliance, effectiveness of health plans and finally animal health. We hypothesise that this can be achieved by a more thorough
understanding of the farming system and farmer’s specific situation. This might be even more important in organic dairy production systems where production
specifications induce more constraints in herd and animal health management compared to conventional systems.

Objective: to evaluate the effectiveness of a participatory approach that adapts a systematic structured framework

for disease monitoring and prevention to farm-specific situations in French organic dairy farms

Materials and methods
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CALENDAR OF THE INTERVENTION STUDY
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Abbreviations used: R= research team, F= farmer, A= advisor
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Expected results and perspectives

Demonstration of increased compliance by the farmer to the proposed measures by the advisors and consequently an
improved animal health situation.

Insight in the objectives of organic dairy farmers and advisors regarding herd health by using the data of the identified herd
health alert thresholds and indicators. Furthermore the described measures and constraints in the preventive protocols will
provide insight on ‘good practices’ that are used and applicable to organic dairy farms.

The results of this study could be the first step in developing an innovative and effective disease monitoring and prevention
protocol for dairy farms. And this protocol could be applied in conventional dairy farms as well.
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